
  

2  ENGLISH: Writing a book review  

Petra Mikeln, Primary School Polje, Slovenia 

Subject English 

Learning Design Title WRITING A BOOK REVIEW 

Year group Grade 9 (average age: 14–15 years) 

Language  English + mother tongue 

Duration 1 cycle (6–8 45-minute lessons: 2–3 in the computer room, others in the 

classroom + home study - reading a book and writing a review) – lessons 

should not be consecutive, enough time should be allowed for students to 

read a book and write a review. 

Goals Students:  

 develop reading skills and improve their reading comprehension; 
 know the characteristics of a good book review and can write one; 
 develop the skill of planning and evaluating their own work. 

Concise description of 

the content 

The aim of the cycle: each student reads a book in English and then writes a 

review, thus improving their reading and writing skills, while at the same 

time constantly reflecting on their work. 

After a lead-in into the cycle (a questionnaire about reading habits and 

creating memes), students discuss success criteria for writing a book 

review. Having set the criteria, students then set their goals and write their 

learning plans (‘my learning’ tab in Mahara). Then they start to read the 

book each of them has chosen, and at the same time fill out a reading diary 

and regulate their work and improvement. In the meantime they get 

familiarized with the structure of a book review and learn useful phrases 

and vocabulary during English lessons. When they finish reading, they write 

their book reviews, create a cover or an ad for it and publish both as a 

page/view in Mahara. At the end they reflect on their work by filling out a 

questionnaire. 

Keywords reading skills, writing skills, book review 

Methodology Students worked as a group and individually. 

21st century skill(s) ICT skills, critical thinking 

ICT tools used  Mahara - a fully featured web application to build your electronic portfolio 
 Google Docs - a free, web-based tool to create web questionnaires (among 

other things) 
 Meme generator - a free program for designing memes (a modern form of 

communicating one's opinion, combining a picture and a short text) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_application


  

Students’ activities Students: 

 fill out a questionnaire about their reading habits 
 create a meme expressing their attitude to reading 
 take part in setting success criteria for a book review 
 create their learning plan (fill out ‘my learning’ tab) 
 read an English book of their choice (at least 40 pages long) 
 fill out a reading diary 
 write a review of the book they have read 
 create a cover/ad for their book and create their own page (view) about 

their book 
 fill out a questionnaire, reflecting about and evaluating their work. 

Other  

Website  

 

Accompanying materials/resources for Learning Design 
 Description Type File name / URL Language 

 

Materials during 

activities 

Provide a 

description of 

the material/ 

resource 

Indicate the 

type of 

material e.g. 

document 

Provide a URL (if any) or the 

file name  

Indicate the 

language of 

the material 

page/view for 

the students 

(guiding them 

through all the 

steps of the 

cycle) 

view/page 

in Mahara 

http://listovnik.sio.si/view/

view.php?t=NyxMhdQ82tas

ufCrePI6 

English 

Students’ artefacts Provide a 

description of 

the material/ 

resource 

Indicate the 

type of 

material e.g. 

picture 

Provide a URL (if any) or the 

file name 

Indicate the 

language of 

the material 

memes created 

by students 

pictures appendix 1 English 

 a student’s 

lesson plan 

an AFL tab in 

Mahara, 

where 

students plan 

their own 

learning 

appendix 2 English 

 a student’s 

book review 

and cover 

a view/page 

in Mahara 

appendix 3 

 

English 

Implementation 

photos/videos 

    

 

http://listovnik.sio.si/view/view.php?t=NyxMhdQ82tasufCrePI6
http://listovnik.sio.si/view/view.php?t=NyxMhdQ82tasufCrePI6
http://listovnik.sio.si/view/view.php?t=NyxMhdQ82tasufCrePI6


  

Implementation results and lessons learnt 
 Description 

 

What went well Most of the students liked the creative aspects of the cycle and 

enjoyed creating memes about reading and covers for their books. 

Since they could choose a book of their liking (the only limitation was 

the minimum number of pages), most of them actually read the book. 

 

What did not go well Students needed a lot of encouragement and a lot of help when 

discussing and setting the success criteria, and when filling out their 

learning plans - they are still not used to taking control of their own 

learning. Because of that we were pressed for time and students had 

to create their views alone at home. 

 

Lessons learnt  More time should be allowed also in the classroom (computer room 
as well) for students to work on their pages/views, so that they 
could ask for help and also get feedback from the teacher and their 
peers. 

 Students should be given the possibility of a choice more often. 
 Students like expressing their opinions in creative ways. 

 

  



  

APPENDIX 1 

Examples of students’ memes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

APPENDIX 2 

Example of a student’s learning plan – Book review 

Postavljanje ciljev 

What is my goal? What do I want to achieve? 
My goal is to read faster and understeand more. 
I want to write a good book review. I don't want to tell too much in it and really focus 
on the content.. 

 
Predznanje 

What do I already know? What can I already do? 
I don't read much in Slovene. I have read a couple of books in English but they were not 
as long as that one. But I do read news aboutShowjumping in English every day. 
I'm not writing in English a lot. I only write in English iat school. 

 
Strategije 

How can I achieve my goals? 
I can achive them by reading a book carefully and by considering what I have said to 
myself to do. 
I can read some other book reviews to see how to do it and then do my best at writting. 

 
Dokazi 

How will I prove that I have achieved my goals? 
By knowing some new words and understeanding the story. 
By getting a good grade and being satisfied with my work. 

 
Samoevalvacija 

How successful have I been? Have I reached my goals? 
I did understeand a story and get to knew few words. 
I don't know yet. 

 
 
 

  



  

APPENDIX 3 

Examples of students’ book reviews/pages 

 

 


