
 

 

ENGLISH: Communicative approach to teaching 
reading 

Vesna Gros, Primary School Polje, Slovenia 

Subject English 

Learning Design Title COMMUNICATIVE APPROACH TO TEACHING  

TOPIC: READING 

Year group Grade 6 (average age: 11 years) 

Language  English + mother tongue 

Duration 1 cycle (about 15 sessions: cca 5 sessions in the computer room, other 

sessions in the classroom + home study) 

Goals Students 

enhance reading comprehension; prepare for the national examination; 

accomplish the English reading badge (EPI + Bookworms) 

Concise description of 

the content 

After having filled out the ‘my learning’ tab in Mahara (about how 

students plan organizing and monitoring their learning throughout the 

cycle), students are familiarized with the reading comprehension task 

types at the national examination. They do some examples and write a 

reflection on how they felt during task completion. Then they practise 

different reading strategies with the teacher to see if this can help them 

get better results. At the same time, they are encouraged to read more – 

some of the books for the reading badge are read in class, some at 

home. Reading comprehension tasks are done in class, book reports at 

home. Afterwards, students create ads for their favourite books by 

using paint programme. As a follow-up, Mahara mini blogs (the so-

called ‘views’) can be created by students to present a book. Finally, the 

exams (both the reading badge and the national examination) are taken 

and students fill in the questionnaire about their reading habits, 

reading abilities, possible improvements and results. 

Keywords reading comprehension, reading strategies, reading badge 

Methodology group work, project work, individual work 

21st century skill(s) ICT skills, internet literacy, creative thinking 

ICT tools used  Mahara - a fully featured web application to build your electronic 
portfolio 

 Google Docs - a free, web-based word processor, a spreadsheet program, 
and a presentation program 

 embedding - inserting media into a text document, forming a compound 
document 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_application
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Word_processor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spreadsheet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presentation_program
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compound_document
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compound_document


 

 

Students’ activities Students: 

 fill out the ‘my learning’ tab 
 do the reading comprehension tasks and reflect upon them 
 practise reading strategies 
 read books from the reading list 
 take part in the reading badge competition 
 reflect upon their achievements 
 create ads and Mahara blogs (views) for a chosen book 

Other  

Website  

 

Accompanying materials/Resources for Learning Design 
 Description Type File name / URL Language 

Materials 

during 

activities 

‘my learning’ A tab in the on-line 

E-portfolio 

(Mahara) 

 Mother 

tongue 

Students’ 

artefacts 

 An AFL tab in 

Mahara, where 

students plan their 

own learning 

(teacher can 

comment on it) 

with the help of 

the following 

questions: 

Setting the goals 

What is my goal? 

What do I want to 

achieve? 

Prior knowledge 

What do I already 

know? What can I 

already do? 

Strategies 

How can I achieve 

my goal? 

Evidence 

How will I prove 

that I have 

achieved the goal? 

Self-evaluation 

Appendix 1 Mother 

tongue 



 

 

How successful 

have I been? Have 

I reached my goal? 

Implementatio

n 

photos/videos 

Optional: 

scaffolding 

questions 

Teacher can 

provide questions 

to help students 

(especially 

younger learners 

and first-time 

Mahara users) 

develop 

independence in 

planning 

Example:  

Setting the goals 

What is my goal? 

What do I want to 

achieve? 

Answer the following 

questions: 

Which books do you 

want to read? 

How much timer do 

you want to dedicate 

to reading? 

Do you want to read 

more in English? If so, 

what kind of books? 

What's your target 

result at the national 

examination? 

What are you aiming 

for in terms of your 

final grade in English? 

Mother 

tongue 

 Materials for 

practice of reading 

comprehension 

National 

examinations from 

previous years 

(available on-line); 

 

Other tasks 

prepared by the 

teacher; 

 

Books from the 

reading list 

http://www.ric.si/pre

verjanje_znanja/pred

meti/tuji_jezik2/2011

120915240948/ 

 

Other: 

It is a bryllyg day, and 

the slythy togs go to 

school. The lesson is 

about gyres and 

gimbles. At mimsy 

o‘clock they eat 

mombles for dinner. 

And the mother 

grabes the grass 

before she goes to 

bed. (adapted from a 

text by Lewis Carroll) 

 

English 

http://www.ric.si/preverjanje_znanja/predmeti/tuji_jezik2/2011120915240948/
http://www.ric.si/preverjanje_znanja/predmeti/tuji_jezik2/2011120915240948/
http://www.ric.si/preverjanje_znanja/predmeti/tuji_jezik2/2011120915240948/
http://www.ric.si/preverjanje_znanja/predmeti/tuji_jezik2/2011120915240948/


 

 

1. What is the weather 
like? 

2. Who goes to school? 
3. What do they learn 

at school? 
4. When do they eat 

dinner? 
5. What do they eat 

for dinner? 
6. Does mother slithe 

in the evening? 
 

 Ad for a book Students create 

advertisements in 

the ICT room by 

using the Paint 

Appendix 2 English 

 ‘My favourite 

book’ view 

Students learn how 

to create and share 

views in Mahara, 

exchange comments 

and constructive 

feedback, embed 

different materials 

(youtube videos, 

images, word and 

ppt documents, …) 

Appendix 3 

http://listovnik.sio.si

/view/view.php?t=l1

gUQW2JHM3NiIkhfyt

c 

 

English 

 

Implementation, Reflection on  results and on lessons learnt 
 Description 

What went well After overcoming some initial obstacles with reading comprehension 

(very poor results with some students, frustration due to lack of 

understanding, little enthusiasm for reading in English), the students 

felt relaxed and also showed great enthusiasm for the reading badge 

(the whole generation passed the Bookworms reading badge and 51 

% took part in the EPI reading badge competition). 

The self-evaluation form showed that 66 % percent of the students 

read substantially more during this period and they also reflected 

upon what they had read. 81 % of the students agree that their 

vocabulary has expanded noticeably since the beginning of this school 

year thanks to reading. 

What did not go well As some students have really poor ICT skills, we spent a substantial 

amount of time on the basics (such as creating a profile, managing an 

e-mail account etc.) while others were really quick at grasping 

everything  – with a lot of differentiation on the part of the teacher 

needed. 

http://listovnik.sio.si/view/view.php?t=l1gUQW2JHM3NiIkhfytc
http://listovnik.sio.si/view/view.php?t=l1gUQW2JHM3NiIkhfytc
http://listovnik.sio.si/view/view.php?t=l1gUQW2JHM3NiIkhfytc
http://listovnik.sio.si/view/view.php?t=l1gUQW2JHM3NiIkhfytc


 

 

Lessons learnt 1. Creation of Mahara views and embedding of videos, images, etc. 
really encourages creativity and students greatly enjoyed the 
activity. It seems that if the teacher is willing to learn and show 
enthusiasm for ICT, so will the students. 

2. Results at the national examination are partly dependent on how 
well students are familiarised with task types and can, to some 
extent, be improved through practice (even though the student’s 
English remains more or less at the same level). 

3. Students will read more only when told to do so by the teacher. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

APPENDIX 1  

Example of a student’s learning plan - Reading 

 
Postavljanje ciljev/Setting the goals 

What is my goal? What do I want to achieve? 

I will do the EPI reading badge. 

I will start to read more. 

I will achieve good results at the National Examination. 

I will read thicker books in English. 

I will put together a reading list of books I want to read. 

 

Predznanje/Prior knowledge 

What do I already know? What can I already do? 

I have read in English before, e.g. Toy Story 2. 

I read required school reading, but I also read for pleasure. 

I usually read sci-fi novels. 

I also like adventure and funny books. 

I read about 50 books a year. 

I don't read newspapers. 

I read my favourite magazine Bravo. 

 

Strategije/Strategies 

How can I achieve my goals? 

I will create a reading schedule. 

I will talk to my sister about books. 

I will buy books that people recommend to me. 

I will read books of different genres. 

I will ask my teacher for help. 

I will use a dictionary. 

 

Dokazi/Evidence 

How will I prove that I have achieved my goals? 

I will write down the list books I‘ve read on the internet (Goodreads). 

I will do the reading badge. 

I will achieve good school grades and good results at the National Examination. 

My vocabulary will expand. 

 

Samoevalvacija/Self-evaluation 

Self-evaluation was done by using a questionnaire, created with Google Forms, available 

at: https://docs.google.com/a/ospolje.si/forms/d/1YXaTBzpgw0cwJR5vpwov3TOR-

JNAM3icxJ2XqMhardc/viewform 

 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/a/ospolje.si/forms/d/1YXaTBzpgw0cwJR5vpwov3TOR-JNAM3icxJ2XqMhardc/viewform
https://docs.google.com/a/ospolje.si/forms/d/1YXaTBzpgw0cwJR5vpwov3TOR-JNAM3icxJ2XqMhardc/viewform


 

 

APPENDIX 2 

Digital advertisement for Student’s favourite book 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX 3  

Mahara view: ‘My favourite book’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


